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Dear Sir: 

In response to the Office Action dated September 25, 2001, please enter the following 
amendments and consider the following remarks. 


IN THE DRA WINGS: 

The Examiner is requested to approve the changes to Figure 4 as indicated in the 
attached Request for Approval of Drawing Amendments. 

IN THE SPECIFIC A TION: 

^Replace the paragra ph beginning at page 1 1 , line 4 with: 

As depicted in FIG. 4, casing 22 has a curved crown section 27. Crown 27 is 
substantially the surface to which cushion gum 34 is applied. In an exemplary 
embodiment, cushion gum 34 has a polyethylene protective layer 35 adhered thereto, to 
prevent adhesion to other layers of cushion gum while rolled and to prevent adhesion to 
application rollers 40 during application. The controlled stretching of cushion gum 34, 
by the differential velocity introduced by gears 37, provides improved conformity of 
cushion gum 34 to the contoured crown 27 of casing 22. The improved conformity 
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